
A word from the President
This year has truly been an exciting one, full of many improvements and changes at the  
Foundation. Firstly, I would like to welcome Mr. Nick Di Tomaso as our new Chairman of the 
Board of Directors of the Lakeshore General Hospital (LGH) Foundation. Mr. Di Tomaso comes 
to our foundation with a high level of relevant expertise and experience and has been a long-
time supporter of our foundation in many capacities. I wish Mr. Di Tomaso the very best in his 
new position.

The past year was an encouraging one. We were able to recruit many new supporters,  
including Mr. Charles Hammer of the Charles Hammer Automotive Group, who presented us 
with a brand-new Volkswagen City Golf to be won by a lucky new owner at our Annual Duck 
Race in June. This was an unprecedented �rst for the foundation � the o�ering by the LGH 
Foundation of the prize of full ownership of a car! I�d like to thank Mr. Hammer for his generosity 
and his wonderful gesture of encouragement, not only for our hospital, but for the community-
at-large.

I would like to formally welcome Mr. Larry Smith, who has kindly agreed to be our 2009 Annual 
Campaign Chairman. Mr. Smith, the President and CEO of the Montreal Alouettes, will be the 
face of our campaign, which you will see all around the city for the next few months in a variety 
of media.
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As a testament to the e�ectiveness of your support as donors to 
the LGH, the Foundation was able to recently acquire a Siemens 
Acuson Sequoia transesophageal echocardiography (TEE) ma-
chine, which is presently being used for treatment in many areas 
of the hospital: in emergency and elective surgery, in the operat-
ing room, the recovery room, and in the intensive care unit.

The TEE machine is not merely a new machine that will be  
collecting dust in a corner of the hospital. Dr. Raymond Hasel, 
the Director of the Intra-operative TEE program, a �ve-time  
published author on TEE, and a physician at our hospital, is proud 
to note that the LGH was �one of the �rst community hospitals 
in the province of Quebec and in Canada to have anaesthesiolo-
gists using TEE to improve patient care.� According to Dr. Hasel, 
the LGH is one of the pioneers in using transesophageal echo-
cardiography for non-cardiac surgery (as the Lakeshore does not 
perform heart surgeries), as a way to visualise and monitor the 
heart � a newer trend in which the LGH is at the forefront.
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TEE Machine Acquired at LGH for Patient Bene�t
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Dr. Raymond Hasel displays the TEE machine in the LGH recovery room 



TEE Machine continued 

Dr. Hasel explained the function of the machine to explain how 
truly e�ective it will be for changing the face of health care at the 
LGH and in our community. The machine is an ultrasound of the 
heart, but images are produced through the esophagus instead 
of the chest. When a patient is under general anaesthesia, he or 
she cannot be moved around so that doctors could see the heart. 
Instead, the ultrasound transducer is inserted into the esophagus 
directly behind the heart so that it could be clearly visualized. 
This allows doctors to see very detailed images of the beating 
heart in real-time. As well, the machine allows the anaesthesiolo-
gist to diagnose the cause of heart malfunction, whether under 
general anaesthesia or not.

�[The machine] makes providing care safer, as TEE is considered 
the clinically most diagnostic tool to �nd out what is going wrong 
with the heart,� Dr. Hasel observed.

The machine has many uses for a variety of medical specialties. 
While, according to Dr. Hasel, anaesthesiologists at the LGH use 
the machine the most, cardiologists are also using the TEE. He 
explained that while anaesthesiologists tend to use the TEE for 
monitoring purposes, cardiologists tend to use the TEE for diag-
nostic reasons. He also mentioned that radiologists and emer-
gentologists are also using the machine in other centres.

�TEE is a cutting-edge technology that improves patient safety 
and reduces the risk of medical errors, by taking the guess work 
out of treating our patients,� Dr. Hasel asserted. �It reduces mor-
bidity � complications, such as heart attacks after surgery � and 
mortality rates because it provides precise and accurate informa-
tion to the anaesthesiologist who is treating the patients.�

Dr. Hasel was instrumental in the launch of the Intra-Operative 
TEE Program at the LGH, which began in 1996, and was acceler-
ated with the acquisition of the machine in March 2009.

Haemodialysis continued from front page

�The program has been greatly improving patient care, allowing 
older and sicker patients to be operated on at the Lakeshore, and 
[allowing] safer care for those undergoing emergency surgery,� 
he observed. �It will give patients ease of mind knowing that 
their anaesthesiologists have the latest, cutting-edge technol-
ogy to use, providing the highest possible standard of care.�

Dr. Hasel believes that the greatest bene�t of utilizing the TEE will 
be for the West Island resident themselves. �It will allow West Is-
land patients to go into surgery with the con�dence that they are 
getting the best possible care, and should something go wrong, 
their anaesthesiologists will have the best tools to �nd out what 
the problems are, and how to treat them.�

Dr. Hasel would like to see additional developments in the In-
tra-Operative TEE program. �If you would like to support further 
innovations in Anaesthesia and Pain Management,� he noted, 
�please consider a donation to the Happydural Fund at the LGH 
Foundation.�

The TEE machine is a wonderful example of how donor support 
can truly make a di�erence by implementing better technology 
to provide the best possible care, to reduce preventable medical 
errors, and to improve outcomes and e�ciency of care.
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President’s message continued

The style of your health care will be changing with the construc-
tion of the so-called MUHC superhospital. In the new system, 
the LGH will be your �rst stop in health care. The most complex 
and/or severe cases � for example, open heart surgery and liver  
transplants � will be handled by the superhospital. Your  
community hospital will handle all other cases.

Regardless of the change, the LGH will always continue to be 
your primary source of health care. If you are injured in the West 
Island � at home or at work � the ambulance will bring you to  
the LGH for initial treatment. If the severity of your injuries  
necessitates more complex medical procedures, you will be tri-
aged and transported to the superhospital for further care. 

Wouldn�t it be most logical to ensure that you are taken care of 
by top-notch  physicians and with state-of-the-art equipment at 
your �rst-line stop in emergency medical care?

We hope that you visit our dedicated website, www.more-than-
ever.ca, for further information about these changes that will be 
taking place. We have designed www.more-than-ever.ca for your 
convenience so that you will be able to comprehend the needs of 
your community hospital in a more profound way.

Remember to think of the LGH Foundation when thinking of 
what incredible potential lies in our ability to achieve health care 
excellence in the West Island. This is your community hospital; by 
working together, we can achieve our goals and be proud of all 
of our accomplishments.
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We are pleased to announce that Nick 
Di Tomaso has accepted the position of 
Chairman of the Foundation�s Board of 
Directors.

Mr. Di Tomaso comes to the Foundation 
with a long history of involvement in 
health care at the Lakeshore and in the 
West Island. As the Chairman of the Board 
at the Lakeshore General Hospital (LGH) 
between 1997 and 2004, Mr. Di Tomaso 

oversaw many changes at the hospital, including the building of 
a new wing, which nearly doubled the size of the hospital and 
added state-of-the-art facilities. He then moved to the LGH Foun-
dation, where he served as Vice-President and Vice-Chair before 
being nominated for the position of Chairman.

Mr. Di Tomaso has raised over $3 million for the improvement 
of health care in our community. He works tirelessly to seek 
new donors and diligently ensures that the mandate of the  
Foundation � to provide the best in health care and equipment 
for the hospital � is consistently met. His current project of spe-
cial interest involves spearheading the renovation and expansion 
of the LGH Nick Di Tomaso Birthing Centre.

A former President and Director of Ultramar Canada and more 
recently, a management consultant working largely with the  
international petroleum industry, Mr. Di Tomaso brings a wealth 
of experience and diverse perspectives to the LGH Foundation. 
These qualities will undoubtedly assist the Foundation, and all of 
our community members, in achieving truly exceptional health 
care in the West Island and beyond.

NEWS AND UPDATES

LGH Foundation Announces New Chairman

Nick Di Tomaso

LGH Foundation 
Launches Planned 
Giving Program 
The LGH Foundation is pleased to an-
nounce its new Planned Giving program 
in partnership with Scotiabank. The  
program o�ers an attractive, tax-smart 
way for donors to give to their community 

while reaching their philanthropic goals in the form of a lifetime 
commitment.

Options include giving outright gifts, naming the Foundation in 
your will or as a bene�ciary of your life insurance or RRSP, and 
creating a charitable gift annuity or remainder trust. All gifts will 
result in substantial tax savings.

Contact us at 514-630-2081 or by email at info@fondationlake-
shore.ca for more information. A special thank you goes to Mr. 
James Mousseau of Scotiabank, Mr. Mathew Wood of Astral  
Media, and Mr. Denis Therrien of Transcontinental Media for their 
contributions to the success of the program.

RECENT FOUNDATION EVENTS

Ducks Bring Owners Great Prizes at the 
13th Annual Lakeshore Duck Race 
The 13th Annual Lakeshore Duck Race held on June 13th, 2009 
at the Ste-Anne-de-Bellevue Lock, was a �quacking� success! The 
�rst ducks across the �nish line won an assortment of prizes 
� better and more comprehensive than ever before! The grand 
prize winner, Mr. SØbastian Ducasse of St. Laurent, is a proud new 
owner of a 2009 City Golf provided by Des Sources Volkswagen, 
part of the Charles Hammer Automotive Group (CHAG).  He is  
pictured here picking up his car to drive home in early July, 2009, 
with CHAG representative Richard Alepins.
Thank you to everyone who supported us by buying tickets, 
and our many volunteers and sponsors. We look forward to your  
continued support at next year�s event.
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From left to right:  Richard Alepins, SØbastian Ducasse and Silvana Orrino.




